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FROM THE

PRESIDENT'S PEN:

I want to keep this issue real with each of you and avoid cliches
about the “unprecedented” times we’re in, about the “new normal”
we’re “navigating” through, about hoping this newsletter is “finding
you well” “now, more than ever.”  Let’s keep it real: this school year is
a hot mess.  Our personal lives are probably a hot mess.  (Your
NDCTE board members and I do sincerely hope you and those
closest to you (at a 6 foot distance) are healthy, though.)

This past week, a friend of mine who happens to live in New York
City and makes a living as an actor and bartender (both jobs are
basically non-existent now) asked me how I’m doing.  I often respond
to my friends with one of two ways: Do you want the North Dakota
nice response?  Or   Do you want the actual response?  He opted for
the actual response…

Teacher friends, it is okay to recognize the country is literally and
figuratively on fire right now.  It is okay to recognize that an election
cycle served with a global pandemic is not a good mix. It is okay to
recognize (and be impacted by) the vast inequalities happening in our
country.  It is okay to recognize your eyes are getting too much
screen time.  It is okay to recognize that you are not doing okay.

For the people in the back: it is okay!

 In the midst of all this, your NDCTE board has been working to
ensure the 2021 summer conference is a time of reconnection,
growth, and community.  Erika Dyk (your president-elect) and I have
been meeting with national representatives to discuss Priya Parker’s
book The Art of Gathering.  The Zoom conversations have reaffirmed
our belief in the power and importance of gathering, especially at our
NDCTE Summer Conference.  Keep the dates open for July 29-30,
2021.  We’re coordinating our conference with the National Midwest
Writing Project’s conference July 30-Aug 1.  Details will be released in
early 2021. 

“We’re in this together” – to add just one more cliché.   

Onward, 
Kelsey Johnson
NDCTE President

B Y  K E L S E Y  J O H N S O N
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BOOK REVIEW

This darling short story by
George R. R. Martin can be read
to any 4th grade and above
student, and tells the story of a
winter child named Adara.
Adara’s tale shares a child’s
struggle of overcoming a
traumatic loss and dealing with
feelings of loneliness. It is a
thoughtful and intelligent
children’s book that’s overall
message can be helpful in
talking about feelings. In
addition, the illustrations in this
tale are gorgeous, and it is an
easy to read book for struggling
readers.

5 out of 5 star rating from me 😊

B Y  L I S A  G U S E W E L L E ,
M E M B E R  A T  L A R G E  

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.com%2FArt-Gathering-How-Meet-Matters%2Fdp%2F1594634920&data=04%7C01%7Cjosh.eddy%40k12.nd.us%7C3c14f44942ab4f8021d708d86ee24d3f%7Cdbbf782acef14af186c81f9201061db6%7C0%7C0%7C637381265531607063%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=vaPC%2BbNtm1fuL27fUSL2Jwc13wg%2Ful7yiyr3VNeH8Fo%3D&reserved=0


JACQUELINE WOODSON is the
recipient of the 2020 Hans
Christian Andersen Award, the
2018 Astrid Lindgren Memorial
Award, and the 2018 Children’s
Literature Legacy Award, and she
was the 2018–2019 National
Ambassador for Young People’s
Literature. Her New York Times
bestselling memoir, Brown Girl
Dreaming, won the National
Book Award, as well as the
Coretta Scott King Award, a
Newbery Honor, and the NAACP
Image Award.

YOU MATTER.

As a teacher, we often feel burnt out and beat down. We don’t feel
appreciated for that lesson that we put so much time and effort into. We
don’t feel like students are grasping the concepts, and sometimes we
think they don’t like us.

When I was in middle school, I was that kid that not many teachers like
to deal with. I was obnoxious, but I was smart so I could talk my way out
of it. It usually wasn’t my fault, but in all honesty most of the time it was
100 percent my fault. As I write this, my heart hurts. Tonight I learned
that my elementary principal, who was also my middle school science
and math teacher, has lost his battle with COVID-19. As I mourn this loss
with my classmates, memories have ranged from: “a man I feared and
grew to deeply respect,” to “we had a love/hate relationship, but mostly
hate.” In the end however, we all realize the lasting influence he had on
our lives. Teachers tend to have that ability. Right when it seems like no
one is watching, listening, or praising your teaching, you take a step back
and tell yourself the administration are not the ones you need to
impress. It may not seem like it today, tomorrow, or even all year, but
someday your students will look back on their years in school and they
will remember. They will share stories, laughs, smiles, and a few tears.
What you are doing in their lives—matters. So don’t give up. Don’t lose
your spark when you find out you have to quarantine for the next two
weeks. When you find out you have to teach from behind a computer,
give it the same effort, smiles, and joy that you have always put into your
classroom. Your students matter and You matter to them. 

I realize this isn’t a typical English article; however, this isn’t a typical
school year. Check on your friends and coworkers mental health. Mental
Health Awareness Month.

B Y  R E B E C C A  J O H N S O N ,  N O R T H E A S T  D I R E C T O R  

You are warmly invited to
join NCTE, Jacqueline
Woodson, and moderator
Julia E.Torres for a special
conversation to celebrate
the National Day on
Writing®!

October 20, 2020 8
p.m. ET 

This even is open to all.
Membership not required.

NATIONAL

DAY ON

WRITING
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DEEPENING

YOUR

HOLOCAUST

LEARNING

 If you teach literature related to
the Holocaust or other material
relating to genocides, check out
the resources available from
Echoes and Reflections, a group
connected with the USC Shoah
Foundation and Yad Vashem
(echoesandreflections.org).
Their website offers best
practices for Holocaust
education, lesson plans, and
huge collection of resources,
including written sources,
artwork, and video testimonies.
They also offer online courses
and webinars for educators
(which I found useful).
Of particular help in the age of
hybrid and distance learning,
Echoes and Reflections is also
connected to an online learning
platform where you can build a
classroom and assign tasks.
Lessons there relate both to the
Holocaust specifically and to
issues of prejudice more
generally, so it could also be a
good resource for books dealing
with modern-day issues of race
and prejudice.

B Y  D O N N A  D A V I D S O N ,  
N O R T H W E S T  D I R E C T O R
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CONNECTING WITH FELLOW

PROFESSIONALS IN THE WORLD OF

CORONAVIRUS

In-person conferences are being canceled or pushed to a virtual format
so meeting up with our favorite teachers or make friends with teachers
from different places is increasingly difficult. So what is a teacher who
wishes to connect with others to do? 

Here are some recommendations for you to go to so that you can
continue to get your talking-about-teaching-itch scratched. 

Connects Forum by National Council of Teacher of English 

This forum is currently going through renovations but hopes to be up
and going soon. The website to check in on its progress is
www.ncte.org/connects  

R/ELATeachers by Reddit 

A warm, funny, and anonymous group of ELA teachers await you here.
They talk about the language, the grammar, how to teach writing, and
have book recommendation for you to check out. Click here to see if this
community would be a welcoming place for you. 

R/Teachers by Reddit

Sadly, our work life does not get to focus on our passion of teaching
English. Working in a school means that we may encounter principals,
students, co-workers who don’t understand the happiness of assigning
essays, and parents who don’t see the value of the book we have
assigned. Seeking support and inspiration from teachers around the
country can be helpful in discussing common frustrations and can be a
relief when we realize that “It isn’t just me!” To connect with these
anonymous educators, click here.     

B Y  L I S A  G U S E W E L L E ,  M E M B E R - A T - L A R G E  

http://echoesandreflections.org/
http://www.ncte.org/connects
http://www.ncte.org/connects
https://www.reddit.com/r/ELATeachers/
https://www.reddit.com/r/Teachers/
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Creative High School English by Facebook                               

You may have heard of Facebook’s 2ndaryELA group, but possibly you
may not have heard of Creative High School English. The group focuses
not only on bringing creativity in to the high school English classroom,
but also focuses on issues of equality and race. This is a proud anti-racist
education club. So if you’re looking for a group to admire others’ work or
to share your own beautiful work or are working on understanding
issues of race and equality, click here. 

ELA Teachers by Regional Education Cooperative through Microsoft
Teams 

If your district is a Microsoft/Outlook school, you have access to a group
of ELA teachers on your Teams through your regional education
cooperative. Some of the regional education cooperatives are CREA,
NCEC, RRVEC, RESP, GNWEC, NESC, and SEEC. So if you see any of
those acronyms followed by “Teachers,” you should be led to a group of
educators who live near you and teach the same material as you. This
could be an incredible opportunity to connect virtually or to plan events
between schools and people.

North Dakota Literacy Association by Facebook

These fun-book-loving teachers host book studies for continuing
education credits and host run/walk 5Ks to promote literacy in North
Dakota. While there is not a lively discussion on their page, you will get
notified of their lively events. So if you are interested in receiving
continued ed credits or running for literacy, join them here:
https://www.facebook.com/NDLiteracyAssociation

North Dakota Teachers of English by Facebook

Of course, this list would not be complete without YOUR favorite English
teacher organization... us! Want to get together with your favorite
NDCTE conference attendees from the convenience of picking up your
phone? Join us at https://www.facebook.com/ndcte

N DC T E

N O T E W O R T H Y

n o t e s  

Be on the lookout for

information about an NDCTE

Google Classroom for resource

sharing and connecting with

each other across the state. 

 For the latest updates and

updates to anything NDCTE

related including the 2021

NDCTE Conference, make sure

to join the NDCTE Facebook

page and NDCTE Connected

group page. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/256927044749038/
https://www.facebook.com/NDLiteracyAssociation
https://www.facebook.com/ndcte


REFLECTION ON TEACHING IN A HYBRID

TEACHING MODEL DURING COVID-19

            I hope you as readers find this post to be of either warmth, entertainment, affirmation, or just a fun
post to read. As an educator, director, coach, advisor, and whatever title I might have listed in an email
signature, I have found this year to be exhausting and unpredictable to say the least. From the beginning of
the year hearing about WWIII to the raging fires in Australia to the murder hornets in the spring to
COVID-19: the virus that upended what I never imagined 2020 to become. From schools shutting down in
March 2020, I have really had to reevaluate who I am as an educator and why I do what I do on a daily
basis. The pay isn’t all that it is cracked up to be, especially not right now with what seems to be an
unimaginable workload with little the paycheck. I have felt that I am stretching myself thin at numerous
points balancing both online and in person students. It seems like every morning and throughout the day
now I get another email notification that says “[insert student name] has been placed in quarantine”. It is
somewhat startling and almost scaring that it is almost becoming commonplace now to see that
notification. It is also tragic to see health notification after health notification stating yet another student
and staff member has tested positive for COVID-19.
            This year is exhausting. Plain and simple. However, I will say that who I was back in March to who I
am on October 8th, 2020 is definitely not the same person. I feel like before the pandemic, I was the go-
go-go kind of person who never wanted to stop and take a breath. I felt like keeping busy helped distract
me from a lot of things. Once COVID-19 hit, I had to take a massive break, whether I liked it or not. In
March and April, it was an especially hard time for myself when I couldn’t leave my home. I was stuck
inside and only went out for groceries and other “essential” trips. Teaching was online, and I felt like I let
myself down as an educator. It wasn’t until I had people around me that gave me validation and told me…
no I was doing a good job and was just being hard on myself. I tend to be that way. I tend to be the kind of
person who always thinks I can do better, because I like to see growth. The growth I found this year was
unexpected, but I have definitely found the moments to be grateful for. I also took a lot for granted before
COVID-19.
            Now, I am typically a positive person who is a bubble of energy. Ask anyone who knows me, and
they will attest to how chipper and upbeat I can be. However, COVID-19 took a massive toll on me as I am
sure it did with so many other people around this state, the country, and the world.
             I will say, though, that COVID-19 has revealed to me the exuberance that comes from educators
who care about students. We, as educators, care about our students, our loved ones, the people who
matter most in our lives. We care about our community, and we care about the impact we make each and
every day.
            At the end of the day, our health matters. Period. If we do not take care of ourselves throughout this
pandemic and the tremendous amount of workload we have, we will burn ourselves out. We need to take a
moment to breathe, reflect, and appreciate what we have before it might be taken away from us. Sure, we
have massive workloads. Eventually, we will be out of this pandemic once a vaccine is widely available, but
really stop to think. What will we be like once we reach the end of this tunnel? What will post-COVID-19
education look like? I think there are a lot of unanswered unknowns, but know right now, it is survival
mode. It is not re-inventing the wheel, even though I think we are constantly doing that each and every
day since we have to adapt or else, we will drown. However, know that realistically we can only do so
much, and with that knowledge, channel that into taking a moment to stop and reflect each and every day
and think about what you are doing right now. You are teaching during a global pandemic. Not many
people can say that. This is a once-in-a-century kind of event, and we are living history. Let’s do our best
and leave it at that. We are powerful, and we are human. Let’s do what we can and carry on. All we can do
is just keep swimming. Let’s keep paddling away but know that we have other people in our shoes right
now. Let’s lift each other up and let’s take it one day at a time. That’s all we can do right now with how
unpredictable 2020 has been. Know what is in your control and what is out of your control. You matter
and know you are making an impact no matter how big or how small. Let’s keep being awesome and take a
moment to just sit back watch Netflix (or Disney+) and just relax on the couch. Wear a mask. Socially
distance. Wash your hands, and let’s do our part to be the role models we continue to be each and every
day.

B Y  N A T H A N  K U R T T I ,  S O U T H E A S T  D I R E C T O R
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