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IMAGINE. MAKE.
BELIEVE.
NDCTE SUMMER CONFERENCE 2021

Thursday, July 29th - Friday, July 30th @ Baymont Inn, Mandan, ND
Keynote Speakers: Hugh "HD" Hunter & Darcy Bakkegard
Continuing Ed Credit Available through NDSU, MSU, UND
Thursday, July 29th -- “Imagine” Day
12:00-1:00pm - Registration
1:00-1:10pm - Welcome

ENGLISH
TEACHER
SOCIAL MEDIA

1:10-1:30pm - Ice Breakers

BY NATHAN KURTTI,
SOUTHEAST DIRECTOR

1:30-3:00pm - Hugh Hunter: Learning and Leaning: Away from
Hegemony

We all love to follow other

3:00-3:30pm - Poetry Out Loud

English teachers or other
teacher professionals that we

3:30-3:45pm - Break Time

can gain inspiration from, right?

3:45-5:45pm - C3WP

Well, look no further! I recently

5:45-6:45pm - Dinner & Awards Banquet

discovered the Instagram page
of “englishelixir”. Amanda is an

6:45-8:15pm
Choose Your Own Adventure:
1. Book Talks
2. Reimagined Write Around the Baymont

amazing English teacher to

Optional: 8:15-9:15pm - Candlelight yoga and writing

extremely talented English

Friday, July 30th -- “Make” Day
8:15am-12:15pm - Darcy Bakkegard: The Educator “Innovation” Lab:
Turning IDEAS into ACTION

follow if you are on Instagram.
Amanda is not only an

teacher that I think we can all
relate to, but she also has
resources such as books or

12:15-1:15pm - Business Lunch

teaching materials that I think

1:15-3:15pm - Darcy Bakkegard con’t

any English teacher would find

3:15-3:30pm - Celebration of Conference and Imagining. Making.
Believing.
Virtual Time
Hour Before Conference
Anticipation questions designed by Darcy Bakkegard
Hour After conference
Discussion board designed by Rebecca Johnson

useful in their classroom!
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2021 NDCTE
KEYNOTE
SPEAKERS

BY DONNA DAVIDSON, NORTHWEST DIRECTOR

Hugh "H.D." Hunter is an
educator, author and activist.
Born and raised in Atlanta, he
completed his undergraduate
studies with a Bachelor of Arts
in English, concentrated on
African Diaspora literature. He
earned his master's degree in
Business Management. Hugh is
the winner of several indie book
awards for multicultural fiction.
He's committed to stories about
Black kids and their many
expansive worlds.

A few days after the November election, my students were working on a
project, and I was circulating the room checking in with the different
groups. A student stopped me on my way past and pulled out his phone.
“Can I show you something?” he asked. “I saw it on the internet, and I
want to know if it’s true.”
A little portion of my soul froze in its tracks, unable to continue moving
forward under the enormous weight of that statement. Half of me
panicked, while the other half of me glowed. What an incredible honor
and privilege, to be the voice that he trusts to tell him the truth. And
what a terrifying responsibility.
I’m sure you’ve had similar moments in the past few months. Covid.
Protests. Elections. Capitol attacks. It’s been a confusing year. We field
an awful lot of questions.
On January 7, the day after the Capitol riot, one of my students issued
this mind-blowing statement: “I wanted to ask you about it because I
knew you would tell me the truth.”
Since when have I become the arbiter of truth? I wondered. Maybe since
the world tipped sideways.

Darcy Bakkegard is an
English/Theatre teacher and
professional development coach
who got tired of traditional sitn-get PD and now creates the
type of PD she always wanted.
With 10 years of experience
teaching English and Theatre,
Darcy specializes in interactive
strategies for the classroom,
meaningful tech integration,
and building relationships with
students.

As much as we all want to increase our students’ skills, as much as we all
have the monster of test scores breathing down our necks, I’m not sure
that this year is really about teaching English anymore. It’s about being a
steady voice of reason in a whirlwind of shouting voices. It’s about
offering perspective to combat the tunnel vision of the age. It’s about
being someone a kid can trust to tell them the truth.
And man, is it hard to do that work. In the past 12 months, I’ve faced the
most shattering challenges of my career, and I haven’t overcome any of
them with the rugged individualism and iron will that movies have led me
to believe I should have. Instead, I’ve had to ask for help. A lot of it. From
a lot of people—family, friends, administrators, doctors. You’ll find no
superhero here. I hope you find ways to remember that you don’t have to
be a superhero, either.
Thanks for being a voice of truth guiding kids through a crazy year.
Thanks for holding students together even when you feel like you’re
falling apart. Thanks for remembering that the best learners are the ones
who know when they need help. Thanks for being a teacher.
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READING THROUGH THE NEWBERY 2021 WINNERS
BY LISA GUSEWELLE, NDCTE MEMBER-AT-LARGE

All Thirteen: The Incredible Cave Rescue of the Thai Boys’ Soccer by Christina Soontornvat
Summary: Remember the news story that went on for weeks about the Thai boys’ soccer team that was
trapped inside of a cave? I remember checking the news and wondering, “Why haven’t they got those boys out
already? Can’t they just drill into the cave or dive in and get them?” From reading this book, the whole situation
was very complicated with engineers, British divers, food truck drivers, volunteers with fungus feet, US Navy
Seals, Thai Navy Seals, and doctors needing to come together in a short time to solve a puzzle few are
physically able to solve. I walked away from this book with a greater appreciation for people from Thailand and
with awe of the soccer team that had been trapped in the cave.

★★★★★

My Rating
(5/5): What Soontornvat did with this book is incredible. She had to involve a host of
different and complex characters while maintaining the intensity throughout. This could have easily been a
mess of a book with its pieces of information and timelines, yet her handling of it kept the tempo high-stakes
throughout.
We Dream of Space by Erin Entrada Kelly
Summary: This historical fiction book focuses in on the Space Shuttle Challenger disaster and on family. With
the 80s as its backdrop, we see conversations being had about finding one’s identity and the contention of
gender expectations for women. This story is told through the multiple perspectives of the Thomas siblings
and has a wonderful teacher named Ms. Salonga at the heart of the tale.

★★

My Rating
(2/5): While I definitely appreciate the clever setup the author utilized to tell the story, I got
the feeling I was slugging through muck from start to finish. The characters experience little joy and little
change up from their overall moroseness, and I also expected for there to be a more pointed message about
feminism due to it popping up prominently throughout the book. To me, it was a missed opportunity.
Fighting Words by Kimberly Brubaker Bradley
Summary: This is a book you will want to recommend to your middle school students, but then also… not. The
insides of this book cover some of the toughest topics that many adolescents deal with, but those topics are
also very uncomfortable. This book is told by a fourth-grader named Della and details sexual abuse, foster care,
homelessness, addiction, suicide, therapy, sexual harassment, and the threat of sibling separation. Despite
that, Bradley intermingles all of these traumatic happenings with solid research-based advice that comes off
naturally on the page.
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READING THROUGH THE NEWBERY 2021 WINNERS
CONT'D

★★★★

My Rating
(4/5): The character Della grabbed me right from the start and then I Could. Not. Stop.
Reading. I loved getting to hear her perspective on what was happening in the world, and I loved what her
character could do for young kids that have went through similar trauma. She is a character of hope and fun,
and one of the most honest characters that I have ever read. The only places in the story that set me back from
giving this book a 5 out of 5 are the characters of the social worker and foster mom. There was an opportunity
to use the social work character to describe to foster youth what their role is in regards to helping families and
helping kids. The foster mom also came off somewhat unrealistic to me. I wanted to see more of the toll it
takes to take in children with trauma.
When You Trap a Tiger by Tae Keller
*This was the Newbery Winner
Summary: A unique story combination of a modern day girl tied to stories of Korean folk tales that feature her
grandmother. Stories that hurt are at the heart of the story, and the characters struggle to move beyond that
pain and hurt.

★★★★

My Rating
(4/5): Reading When You Trap a Tiger felt like magic in itself as each piece in the story
started to add up in order to fill the whole of the mystery. I loved how Keller used a mythical tiger in order to
help lead the main character on her discovery.
Box: Henry Brown Mails Himself to Freedom written by Carole Boston Weatherford and illustrated by Michele
Wood
Summary: This story is written in six-line verse and details the ingenious story of Henry Brown’s escape to
freedom. A heartbreakingly true story told using a picture-book style with illustrations, readers have their
breath taken away in just a few short pages as they witness how even an escaped slave is never free: they’ll
always be trapped in that box, struggling, yet hoping.

★★★

My Rating
(3/5): The story of Henry Brown fascinates me and reminds me that despite the torture
slaves went through that some never accepted such terrible treatment. I also enjoyed the interlacing of
Brown’s faith throughout the book as well as excerpts that Brown himself wrote. For me though, I wanted a
longer book, and I found the images on the pages distracting me from the moment that the poetry was
creating. The book is really only worth a read because Henry Brown is worth learning about.
A Wish in the Dark by Christina Soontornvat
Summary: Brimming with Thai culture from start to finish, readers are introduced to Thai names, food,
customs, monks, martial arts, and revolution. The book has two main characters: one born to a mother who
died in labor while in prison and the other one who grew up with wealth and privilege. Its antagonist is an
unfair justice system that is controlled by one man who is not only powerful, but literally powers the city
through orb lighting.

★★★★★

My Rating
(5/5): This book feels flawlessly told. Soontornvat tells the story of privilege and
humility through the color of lights, and the ending was as beautiful as the Les Mis climax. The characters she
uses are also highly relatable for middle grade students, and their development throughout the story is
interesting and action-packed. I really appreciated its commentary on poverty and wealth distribution through
the orb lights. I easily pictured every scene in this tale. I highly recommend this book and this author (she also
wrote All Thirteen. See above.).
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Reflecting on the Pledge of Allegiance
and “Teaching the Conflicts”
BY KELLY SASSI, SLATE REP

One of the great opportunities of the Pandemic is being able to gather together online with teachers from
around the country. The NCTE has been holding regular “Member Gatherings” on Zoom,--you can
register for one here. At the February 2nd gathering, Alfredo Celedòn Lujàn was the guest, presenting on
the power of language. He began by inviting the group to think back to their elementary school years and
then write the words to the Pledge of Allegiance in that voice. Some people wrote, “And to the republic for
witches stand” or “one nation, invisible.”
I thought of my son, who was seven years old when we moved to Fargo, North Dakota. On his first day in
school, a day when he was already very nervous about being “the new kid,” his teacher said, “Let’s say the
Pledge of Allegiance.” My son remembered thinking, “What is that?” The teacher then said, “Let’s have our
new student lead the pledge.” My son froze up. He mumbled, “I don’t know it.” The teacher then pointed to
the words written on the bulletin board. He began to recite, feeling very nervous, as he wasn’t sure of the
meaning behind the words.
This is not an uncommon feeling. In Robin Wall Kimmerer’s chapter “Allegiance to Gratitude,” she writes,
“The pledge was a puzzlement to me, as I’m sure it is to most students. I had no earthly idea what a
republic was, and was none too sure about God, either. And you didn’t have to be an eight-year-old Indian
to know that ‘liberty and justice for all’ was a questionable premise” (p.106).
At the NCTE member gathering, as teachers shared out about their experiences with the Pledge of
Allegiance as children, it soon became clear that underneath the veneer of a set of words spoken in unity,
there were many sources of conflict.
A couple of teachers recounted student (mis)behavior during the recitation of the Pledge, questioning
whether students who claimed to be “protesting” really knew what they were objecting to. I witnessed
such behavior when I taught high school English in Alaska, and I remembered Gerald Graff’s call to “teach
the conflicts,” so I invited my students to study the issue and write an argument advancing their stance on
the recitation of the Pledge.
Reading through that set of essays was an education for me. My students had myriad stances on the issue,
some I had not considered, such as the legal history of efforts to make recitation of the Pledge mandatory.
They provided interesting sources of evidence, along with passionate commentary connecting evidence to
their claims.
What if, instead, I had pursued disciplinary action for those students not conforming to saying the Pledge?
How might that year of learning have unfolded differently? Matt Herman, an instructor at Stone Tribal
College, has a corollary to Graff’s call: “If we choose not to teach the conflicts, the conflicts will teach us”
(2005). And that lesson would likely have been more painful than what I learned from my student essays.
Saying the Pledge of Allegiance in unison is powerful, but also problematic. I am drawn back to Kimmerer’s
chapter and her explication of the Thanksgiving Address that starts and ends her child’s week (instead of
the Pledge), “a river of words as old as the people themselves, known more accurately in the Onondaga
language as the Words That Come Before All Else” (p. 107)...
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Reflecting on the Pledge of Allegiance
and “Teaching the Conflicts”
CONT'D

The address is a series of expressions of gratitude to everything on earth—the land, the water, the
animals, and more, including teachers: “We gather our minds to greet and thank the enlightened Teachers
who have come to help throughout the ages. When we forget how to live in harmony, they remind us of
the way we were instructed to live as people. With one mind, we send greetings and thanks to these
caring Teachers. Now our minds are one” (p. 114). The Address is a “credo of gratitude” that unites people
in respect for everything on earth.
As we ended the Zoom meeting, I was left sifting through the many thoughts that educators had about the
Pledge and about the power of language. We are at a moment, after the January 6th attack on the Capitol,
when our country is in desperate need of healing and unity, but instead of using a rote recitation to unite
us, we have an opportunity and a responsibility as educators to courageously teach the conflicts.
What we really have in common as a country is our commitment to this process—identifying a conflict,
exploring the multiple perspectives on the issue, listening deeply, being open to changing our stance as
we encounter new pieces of evidence, and respecting each other. Being American is not about this or that
way of saying the Pledge, but being willing to engage in these critical conversations all while discovering
and developing the power of language. Our professional organization, NCTE, has a lesson plan on this
very topic by Dawn Hogue and the National Writing Project’s College, Career and Community Writers
Program has a rich (and growing) set of resources that help teachers and students move beyond pro/con
thinking and explore the complexities of our conflicts.

“College, Career, and Community Writers Program.” National Writing Project.
https://sites.google.com/nwp.org/c3wp/home
Gerald Graff, Beyond the Culture Wars: How Teaching the Conflicts Can Revitalize American Education.
W. W. Norton & Co., 1992.
Herman, Matt. “NA/AI Literatures and its Tribal College Reception.” Modern Language Association Annual
Conference. Philadelphia, 2005.
Hogue, Dawn. “Freedom of Speech and Automatic Language: Examining the Pledge of Allegiance.” NCTE
ReadWriteThink. http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/freedom-speechautomatic-language-406.html
Kimmerer, Robin Wall. “Allegiance to Gratitude.” Braiding Sweetgrass: Indigenous Wisdom, Scientific
Knowledge, and the Teachings of Plants. Milkweed Editions, 2013, pp. 105-117.

